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 Executive Summary

This report was prepared for the purpose of assisting the Boy Scouts of America, Western Los Angeles County 
Council and the Sequoia National Forest in their compliance with Section 106 of the Historic Preservation Act 
of 1966, in connection with proposed changes to the dam on Lake Ida on the grounds of Camp Whitsett, lo-
cated on Forest Road 22S22 in the Sequoia National Forest, approximately 20 miles north of Kernville, Tulare 
County, California. The proposed undertaking includes repair to the gate stem and operator for the right outlet 
gate; addition of stem support on middle horizontal steel member of gate frame for both gates; removal of 
loose gunite and concrete on dam crest and repair with grout or concrete; the filling of two core holes on 
crest with grout; removal of silt at upstream abutments, inspection of intersection of the gunite and the bed-
rock and repair of any cracks or separation. [Figure 1] 

This report assesses the historical and architectural significance of potentially significant historic properties 
in accordance with the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) Criteria for Evaluation.

This report was prepared by San Buenaventura Research Associates of Santa Paula, California, Judy Triem, His-
torian; and Mitch Stone, Preservation Planner, for the Boy Scouts of America, Western Los Angeles County 
Council, and is based on a field investigation and research conducted in January through March 2011. The 
conclusions contained herein represent the professional opinions of San Buenaventura Research Associates, 
and are based on the factual data available at the time of its preparation, the application of the appropriate 
federal regulations, and best professional practices.

Summary of Findings

The dam and lake appear to retain sufficient integrity to be eligible for listing on the NRHP under Criterion B 
and therefore should be regarded as historic properties for the purposes of Section 106. The remaining eight 
buildings, including three residential cabins, the Commissary/Kitchen, the Health Lodge, the Trading Post, the 
tent cabin and Handicraft Lodge that may be eligible as a NRHP district, have not retained sufficient integrity 
to support NRHP eligibility.
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Figure 1. Project Location [Source: USGS 7.5’ Quadrangles: Sentinel Peak, CA, 1987; Johnsondale, CA, 1986]



1. Administrative Setting

Section 106 of the Historic Preservation Act of 1966 requires that federally-funded agencies “...take into ac-
count the effect of [an] undertaking on any district, site, building, structure, or object that is included in or 
eligible for inclusion in the National Register.” The National Park Service promulgates the criteria and stan-
dards for determining eligibility for the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP); the procedures for deter-
mining adverse effects on historic resources are contained in the Federal Register at 36 CFR 800 (Protection of 
Historic Properties). 

The criteria for determining eligibility for listing on the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) have been 
developed by the National Park Service. Eligible properties include districts, sites, buildings and structures,

A. That are associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad patterns of 
our history; or

B. That are associated with the lives of persons significant in our past; or
C. That embody the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction or that rep-

resent the work of a master, or that possess high artistic values, or that represent a significant and 
distinguishable entity whose components may lack individual distinction; or

D. That have yielded, or may be likely to yield, information important in prehistory or history.

The minimum age criterion for the NRHP is 50 years. Properties less than 50 years old may be eligible for list-
ing on the NRHP if they can be regarded as “exceptional,” as defined by the NRHP procedures. (Chapter 11, 
Title 14, §4842(d)(2))

According to the NRHP standards, in order for a property which is found to significant under one or more of 
the criteria to be considered eligible for listing, the “essential physical features” which define the property’s 
significance must be present. The standard for determining if a property’s essential physical features exist is 
known as integrity, which is defined as “the ability of a property to convey its significance.” The integrity 
evaluation is broken down into seven “aspects.” 

The seven aspects of integrity are: Location (the place where the historic property was constructed or the 
place where the historic event occurred); Design (the combination of elements that create the form, plan, 
space, structure, and style of a property); Setting (the physical environment of a historic property); Materials 
(the physical elements that were combined or deposited during a particular period of time and in a particular 
pattern or configuration to form a historic property); Workmanship (the physical evidence of the crafts of a 
particular culture or people during any given period of history or prehistory); Feeling (a property’s expression 
of the aesthetic or historic sense of a particular period of time), and; Association (the direct link between an 
important historic event or person and a historic property).

The relevant aspects of integrity depend upon the NRHP criteria applied to a property. For example, a property 
nominated under Criterion A (events), would be likely to convey its significance primarily through integrity of 
location, setting and association. A property nominated solely under Criterion C (design) would usually rely 
primarily upon integrity of design, materials and workmanship. Further, according to the NRHP guidelines, the 
integrity of a property must be evaluated at the time the evaluation of eligibility is conducted. Integrity as-
sessments cannot be based on speculation with respect to historic fabric and architectural elements which 
may exist but are not visible to the evaluator, or on restorations which are theoretically possible but which 
have not occurred. (CCR §4852 (c))

The criteria for determining adverse effects on historic resources are established by the National Historic Pres-
ervation Act of 1966, and by standards published by the National Park Service in connection with the National 



Register of Historic Places. According to the Act, “An adverse effect is found when an undertaking may alter, 
directly or indirectly, any of the characteristics of a historic property that qualify the property for inclusion in 
the National Register in a manner that would diminish the integrity of the property’s location, design, set-
ting, materials, workmanship, feeling, or association. Consideration shall be given to all qualifying character-
istics of a historic property, including those that may have been identified subsequent to the original evalua-
tion of the property’s eligibility for the National Register. Adverse effects may include reasonably foreseeable 
Effects caused by the undertaking that may occur later in time, be farther removed in distance or be cumula-
tive.” (36 CFR 800.5 (a)(1))

3. Area of Potential Effect

The Area of Potential Effect (APE) includes the lake, dam and surrounding campground.

4.  Description of Location of Undertaking

The dam is located on Lake Ida within the Camp Whitsett Boy Scouts of America Camp, an 88 acre site within 
the Sequoia National Forest. Nobe Young Creek and its tributary Bone Creek join above this location, the dam 
on Nobe Young Creek creating Lake Ida. Nobe Young Creek continues below the dam. Docks, a boat house, a 
campfire circle (amphitheater) and campsites are located on and near the lake. Camp buildings are widely 
scattered across the hillsides adjacent to the lake. The grounds are heavily wooded, primarily with Jeffrey 
Pines. 

5. Historical Setting

Historical Context

On July 1, 1947 the U.S. Forest Service leased approximately 80 acres in the Sequoia National Forest to the 
San Fernando Valley Boy Scouts. This land became Camp Whitsett, which opened as a camp that summer. The 
camp was named for prominent San Fernando Valley businessman William P. Whitsett, the founder of the 
community of Van Nuys, and Chair of the Metropolitan Water District of Los Angeles. The prior year, the Boy 
Scout Council asked Whitsett to serve on their board, but he declined because of his position with the MWD. 
Instead, Whitsett offered to donate a lot on Van Nuys Boulevard to the Boy Scouts, with the understanding 
that the organization would build on the parcel and use the income to improve a camp. He also suggested as 
the camp’s location the Kern River Canyon section of the Sequoia National Forest, the destination of many of 
Whitsett’s own camping and fishing trips during the 1920s and 1930s. The Boy Scouts made their first visit to 
the site during the summer of 1946 and began preparations. Whitsett joined the board after his retirement 
from the MWD in 1947, and thereafter became fully involved with the camp’s development.

It was soon realized that in addition to fishing in the streams running through the camp the scouts would 
benefit from being able to swim, boat and learn water safety through rescue work. Whitsett responded by 
asking his friends to assist in the building of a dam on the creek. Harvey Van Norman, who had retired as 
chief engineer for the Los Angeles Department of Water and Power in 1944, also became involved. Van Norman 
prevailed upon his contractor friends who had worked on the Colorado River Aqueduct to donate materials. 
Whitsett asked his brother-in-law Guy F. Atkinson to provide the engineering. Atkinson’s company was one of 
the largest public works contracting firms in California. They built dams throughout the United States and 
around the world from the 1930s to the 1960s, including the Grand Coulee. (Armitage, 1959:285-89; Los Ange-
les Times, 9/13/1968)
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Accompanied by construction engineers, Atkinson and Van Norman visited the proposed dam site and had it 
surveyed. The granddaughter of both W.P. Whitsett and Guy Atkinson, Myrtle Harris, recalled attending the 
design session for the dam when her grandfather Guy Atkinson sketched the design of the dam on a cloth 
napkin. It apparently was her duty to wash the ink out of the napkin the following day, thus destroying the 
historic plans. If any detailed engineering plans for the dam were ever prepared, none are known to exist to-
day. Labor for the dam construction came from the nearby mill camp of Johnsondale. The families from this 
small community were allowed to use the lake on weekends when the Boy Scouts were not in camp. The dam 
was completed and dedicated on November 9, 1949, and the lake that was formed was named Lake Ida after 
Whitsett’s wife. In 1959 Van Norman and Atkinson were again involved with raising of the dam to its present 
height. (Whitsett History-website)

The Whitsett’s support for the Boy Scouts and Camp Whitsett continued for at least the next ten years. An 
avid fly fisherman, William Whitsett challenged the boys’ outdoor skills by offering a rod, reel and flies as 
weekly prizes during camping season to the scout who caught the biggest trout on a fly. They donated three 
years of lease proceeds from coal lands they owned in Indiana. Ida Whitsett provided a $70,000 gift toward 
the construction of a new Boy Scout Training Center on the lot adjacent to their original center in Van Nuys, 
which had become too small. When the new center was completed in 1957 it was named Whitsett Hall in 
honor of her husband. William Whitsett was named honorary vice president of the San Fernando Valley Council 
of Boy Scouts and in 1948 and honorary president in 1955. (Armitage, 1959: 289-90)

William Paul Whitsett

William Whitsett was born on December 27, 1875 in Scenery Hill, Washington County, Pennsylvania, one of 
seven children born to Ralph C. Whitsett, a physician, and Emma Ross Whitsett. After his parents early death, 
the children lived with their grandparents in Whitsett, Pennsylvania, a coal town started by his grandfather. 
At the age of fifteen, William worked as a mule driver in a coal mine to support himself. He then attended the 
Southwest State Normal School for two years, earning his way through school working as a salesman. He ob-
tained a degree from the Farmington College in Ohio where he studied accounting, business and administra-
tion. (Armitage, 1959: 5-13)

Upon graduation Whitsett joined the office of J.W. Rainey of the Connelsville Coke Company in Cleveland and 
was soon running the office. He worked at several other coal jobs until moving to Chicago in the 1890s and 
used his experience in the coal industry to start his own coal delivery company with his brother. In Chicago 
he met his future wife, Sarah Haddock, who was visiting from Pennsylvania. The couple were married on June 
14, 1899 in Ligonier, Pennsylvania, where her stepfather was the head of the Ligioner Railroad. (Armitage, 
1959: 31)

Their first child Katharine was born in Chicago in 1902 and the family then moved to Sullivan, Indiana where 
Whitsett purchased the Rainbow Coal and Mining Company, following his successful business in Chicago. Their 
son William Paul, Jr. was born in Indiana in 1904. During this time, William Whitsett came down with tubercu-
losis, a disease that had claimed both his parents and two sisters. Whitsett went west and spent several 
months in Santa Fe, New Mexico and El Paso, Texas where he recovered from his illness. Upon his return to 
Indiana, he found that his mine had closed. He decided to sell the mine since his health prohibited him from 
continuing to operate it. (U.S. Census Records, 1910)

The Whitsett family then made plans to move to Los Angeles, where Sarah’s family had been living. Encour-
aged and aided by Sarah’s brother Frank Haddock, Whitsett entered the real estate market. He opened his first 
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development in the Los Angeles, called Walnut Lawn, in the vicinity of Walnut and Florence avenues. The fam-
ily moved into one of the first houses built. The development did well and all the houses were sold. During 
this time, Whitsett’s health again began to deteriorate, so he spent some time in Arizona and then moved his 
family to a house he built in Acton, California where the climate was dry and warm.

In 1911 an opportunity came for Whitsett to continue his real estate development. A business consortium of 
several powerful Los Angeles leaders, including Harrison Gray Otis of the Los Angeles Times; his son-in-law 
Harry Chandler; O.F. Brant, head of the Title Insurance and Trust Company; H. J. Whitley, developer of Holly-
wood; and Moses Sherman, pioneer Suburban Electric builder, had purchased the 47,000 acre ranch belonging 
to I.N. Van Nuys in the San Fernando Valley in 1910. Foreseeing future growth for the valley, several townsites 
were laid out including Van Nuys, Marion (now Reseda) and Owensmouth (now Canoga Park). 

Whitsett bought an undivided half interest in the townsite of Van Nuys and began to develop the town in 
1911. He built a house for his family on Van Nuys Boulevard, brought in industry, and heavily publicized the 
land to attract buyers for the houses he had constructed using imaginative sales techniques. He purchased 
additional land adjacent to the townsite where he promoted poultry, dairy, orchard and canning industries, as 
well as organ factory. The canning and organ manufacturing operations eventually failed. Whitsett also organ-
ized the First National Bank of Van Nuys in the early 1920s, which later became the California Bank. He also 
formed the Bank of Van Nuys. It later became a branch of Security First National Bank. (Armitage, 1959: 110)

During this time, the Owens Valley aqueduct was being constructed. Whitsett was appointed to the Los Ange-
les Water Board prior to the aqueduct’s completion in 1913. He had water wells drilled for the town of Van 
Nuys and outlying areas, but he realized that the ground water supply was insufficient to support future 
growth. Once the aqueduct was completed, William Mulholland, chief engineer of the aqueduct, directed the 
surplus water to the San Gabriel Valley. Whitsett naturally felt that the San Fernando Valley was the preferable 
destination. Mulholland eventually relented and directed the surplus water to the San Fernando Valley for ag-
ricultural purposes. A large portion of the San Fernando Valley was annexed to the City of Los Angeles in 
1915. 

In 1924 Whitsett was appointed commissioner of the Los Angeles Department of Water and Power and began a 
long career in public service. When the Metropolitan Water District was established in 1928, Whitsett left the 
DWP and became the new chair of the MWD, which he served for eighteen years until his retirement in 1947. 
The boom of the 1920s and the tremendous growth of Los Angeles outstripped the Owens Valley water supply. 
Mulholland was additionally concerned about the acts of resistance that had occurred in the Owens Valley 
among the ranchers and others unhappy over the transportation of Owens Valley water to Los Angeles. A more 
reliable supply could be provided by constructing a reservoir near Los Angeles. Mulholland built the St. Francis 
Dam in San Francisquito Canyon for these purposes. Mulholland also recognized that more water resources 
would soon be needed, and was the first to advocate for the construction of an aqueduct from the Colorado 
River. Whitsett’s major role as chairman was to move forward the effort to transport water from the Colorado 
River to Southern California. (Armitage, 1959: 169)

Whitsett was at the forefront of the campaign for the $220 million bond measure to finance the aqueduct, and 
worked with the Reconstruction Finance Corporation to secure additional funding. The Colorado Aqueduct pro-
ject took up the majority of Whitsett’s time during his board tenure and was not completed until 1941. The 
Colorado Aqueduct, upon its completion, became the largest aqueduct in the world and in 1955 was recog-
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nized by the American Society of Civil Engineers as one of the “Seven Engineering Wonders of American Engi-
neering.”

Whitsett’s wife Sarah died during his tenure on the MWD and he married Ida Floyd on May 19, 1935. He retired 
from the MWD in 1948, and at that time became involved in charitable groups, including the San Fernando 
Boy Scout Council. 

Many honors were bestowed on William Whitsett during his lifetime. In 1954 a large intake pumping plant on 
the Colorado River at Lake Havasu was named for him. At a luncheon given in his honor at the Biltmore Hotel 
in Los Angeles with 300 guests in attendance, Joseph Jensen, chair of the District’s board of directors stated, 
“Mr. Whitsett was one of the early supporters of the $220 million bond issue to finance the building of the 
Colorado River Aqueduct. Giving the intake pumping plant his name honors an outstanding member of that 
sturdy hand of water pioneers whose vision and efforts built the Metropolitan Aqueduct system.” William 
Whitsett died on April 9, 1965. (Los Angeles Times, 9/24/1954)

6. Potential Historic Resources 

Overall Setting

The camp grounds were first laid out and trees felled in 1946 by a group of Boy Scouts and their leaders, prior 
to the signing of a lease in July 1947 between the U.S. Forest Service and the Boy Scouts. The first official 
year of camp operations was 1947, and for the first two seasons, the camp featured few improvements. The 
first major improvement to the grounds was probably the construction of the dam in 1949, below the conflu-
ence of Nobe Young and Bone creeks, creating Lake Ida. The more formal improvement of the land with cabins 
and other buildings on the grounds apparently began during the early 1950s. 

The exact date of when the first buildings were constructed at the camp is unknown. However, by the early or 
mid-1950s, the camp included a kitchen/dining hall, a commissary/trading post, hospital, four staff cabins 
and a maintenance shed. A blueprint of the campsite completed circa 1950 and revised in 1952 and 1953 
shows the locations of these buildings. Over the years the uses in some of the buildings were changed or reas-
signed to other buildings. 

Three of the extant building were apparently older buildings moved onto the camp property from elsewhere. 
Handed down orally is the story that these buildings were former employee residences from the St. Francis 
Dam construction site in Los Angeles County. This explanation is problematical, as the St. Francis Dam’s cata-
strophic failure in 1928 obliterated everything constructed for many miles downstream of the dam. The only 
buildings owned by the City of Los Angeles in proximity to the St. Francis Dam and reservoir known to have 
survived the dam disaster were located upstream at Powerhouse No. 1. Conceivably, these building were 
moved from this location. 

No building permits or plans could be located at the Forest Service Offices at Porterville or at the Boy Scout 
Headquarters in Van Nuys for any buildings constructed prior to 1996. Tulare County Building Department has 
no building permits prior to 1968 and most permits from the site after 1980. Approximate dates of construc-
tion came from site plans, the Camp Whitsett website history, and oral interviews. The locations of existing 
buildings can be found in Figure 2. Dates of construction and photograph references are summarized and ref-
erenced in Table 1.
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Figure 2. Building and Photo Locations [Source: Boy Scouts of America Engineering Service, 2004]
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Buildings and Structures Constructed 1949-1961

Dam. Designed by Harvey Van Norman and Guy F. Atkinson and constructed in 1949 with labor from nearby 
Johnsondale, the dam is constructed of a center concrete pillar and sloping concrete sections at each abut-
ment attached to granite bedrock. The original dam contained 4 inch by 6 inch wood timbers installed in steel 
channels in the concrete sections. A wooden footbridge was built across the top of the dam. The dam was 
modified in 1959 by adding concrete between the center pillar and the concrete sloping sections on either 
side and adding five additional feet of concrete along the top. Upstream slide gates and two outlet pipes were 
added in the new concrete sections. Today the dam is approximately 16 feet high and 60 feet wide. The down-
stream face slopes at about 1:10 and upstream face is vertical. The base width is about 8 feet. The wooden 
bridge was replaced with a metal bridge across the top of the dam with the enlargement of the dam in 1959. 
A thin layer of gunite was added to the upstream and downstream faces and the crest of the dam at an un-
known date. Some of this material has come loose and fallen off over the years. (W.D. Edwards, 2010: 1-2)

Allowat Sakima (former Camp Director’s cabin). This one story building constructed circa 1959 features a 
side-facing medium gable roof with a shed roof over the porch and a shed roof screened porch in the rear. 
Wood steps and railing lead up the front porch which has been enclosed with a band of screens along the up-
per half. The other half of the porch is also enclosed with windows. The windows are aluminum sliders with 
flat wood mouldings. The building is covered with vertical grooved plywood siding and rests on a raised foun-
dation with a plywood skirt. Alterations to this building include new siding over original wide horizontal sid-
ing, new aluminum windows replacing wood windows and porch enclosures. 

Kichkinet (former Cook’s cabin). This one story residence constructed circa 1925 features a medium high side 
facing gable roof with exposed rafters. A shed roof front porch is located on one side of the building and has 
been partially enclosed with a screened porch on one side and a double hung wood window on the other side. 
Wooden steps and railing lead up to the porch. A shed roof wing extends across the full rear elevation and 
contains one double hung wood window. The remaining windows are four over four double hung windows. The 
siding is vertical grooved plywood and is located on a raised foundation with a plywood skirt. Alterations in-
clude new siding replacing original horizontal wood siding and porch enclosures. This building is one of three 
that were probably moved onto the site in the early 1950s.

Nutiket (Cabin). This one story residence constructed circa 1955 features a medium high front gable roof with 
a small gabled roof porch supported by two wood posts. A shed roof addition is located along the entire side 
elevation as well as a small shed roof addition for storage on the rear elevation. Windows are aluminum slid-
ers. Siding is vertical grooved plywood. The foundation is concrete. Alterations to the building include new 
siding and windows.

Health Lodge (former Hospital). This one story rectangular plan building constructed circa 1925 features a 
main medium high gable roof with exposed rafters under the eaves. A small raised porch features wooden 
steps and a wood railing. A shed roof addition is located on the side adjacent to the entry marked “Health 
Lodge.” Across the entire rear elevation is a shed roof wing with an entrance door accessed by two wood 
steps. On the side of the building is a large raised wood deck and railing and another entrance door. Windows 
are wood four over four double hung with flat wood mouldings. The building is covered primarily with wide 
horizontal wood siding except in two areas that are covered with vertical board siding. The foundation is 
raised and supported by concrete blocks and has a wood skirt. This building is one of three that were probably 
moved onto the site in the early 1950s.
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Commissary/Kitchen (former Trading Post). This rectangular plan one story building constructed in 1960 fea-
tures a high gable roof and broad overhanging eaves with exposed rafter tails. The front elevation features a 
full width porch under the main gable that extends out and is supported by square wood posts. The building is 
constructed primarily of concrete blocks and has a concrete foundation. Board and batten siding is located 
around the entry doors. This building replaced the original Lodge building constructed in the 1950s which 
collapsed during a snow storm. It has served as the Lodge, Jackson’s Emporium (Trading Post), and now as the 
Commissary and Kitchen.

Trading Post (former maintenance building). This one story rectangular plan building constructed circa 1955 
features a medium high gable roof with overhanging eaves. The entry is recessed under the side gable and 
supported by square wood posts. Windows are aluminum sliders and siding is board and batten. A large shed 
roof extension is located across the rear elevation extending from the gable peak. This building is one of 
three that were probably moved onto the site. Extensive alterations include changes to windows and a large 
addition. It served as a maintenance building prior to its present use as the Trading Post.

Tent Cabin (former staff housing). The building consists of a rectangular concrete pad with a metal frame 
designed to support a steep pitched gable roof covered with heavy canvas, which is in place only during the 
camping season. The walls of the building are plywood. The wood entrance frame has been removed as well as 
the screening around the opening. Four or more of these tent cabins originally existed, but now only the con-
crete foundations remain. The site is presently used as the crafts area. The date of construction is circa 1955. 
[Photo 10]

Antelope Handicraft Lodge (former kitchen/lodge). This one story rectangular plan building features a me-
dium gable roof with overhanging eaves. Windows are aluminum sliders surrounded by flat mouldings. The 
building is covered with vertical grooved plywood and rests on a concrete block foundation. Adjacent to the 
building is a concrete pad with a metal supported roof and a low block wall. This is the site of the former 
kitchen/lodge that collapsed in a snowstorm in 1968-69. The half the building that housed the kitchen was 
rebuilt. In 2008 the building was again rebuilt retaining only the original framing. This building may have 
been built circa 1925 and moved onto the site in the early 1950s. All that remains of the 1925 building is the 
framing.

Table 1Table 1Table 1

Building/Structure Name Date of Construction Photo Nos.

Dam/lake 1949, raised 1959 1-3

Allowat Sakima circa 1959 4

Kichkinet circa 1925 5

Nutiket circa 1955 6

Health Lodge circa 1925 7

Commissary/Kitchen 1960 8
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Table 1Table 1Table 1

Building/Structure Name Date of Construction Photo Nos.

Trading Post circa 1950 9

Tent Cabin circa 1955 10

Antelope Handicraft Lodge circa 1925, upgraded 2008 11

Wood Bridge 2007 12

Campfire Circle circa 2004 13

Docks and Boat Pier 1997 14

Boat House 2008 15

Restrooms 1996 16, 17

Staff Cabins 2000, 2008 18, 19

Restroom/Shower Facilities 1996 20

Ranger’s House 1989 21

Camp Office circa 2006 22

Mateu residence (mobile home) circa 1990 23

Staff Lounge/Conference Center 2007 24

Buildings/Structures Constructed After 1961

The majority of buildings/structures at Camp Whitsett were built after 1960 and are listed in the above table. 
Dates were obtained or estimated for these buildings from the Camp Whitsett History website, oral interviews, 
and site plans.

7. Eligibility of Historic Resources Within the APE

National Register of Historic Places: Significance, Eligibility and Integrity

Potential historic resources include the dam, lake, and eight buildings constructed between 1947 and 1960. 
The buildings, which have served as housing and other camp activities, include three staff cabins, the Health 
Lodge, the Commissary/Kitchen building, the Trading Post, tent cabin and the Antelope Lodge. These build-
ings may be eligible as part of a historic district.
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Camp Whitsett, the dam and associated buildings, do not appear to be associated with an event that has 
made a contribution to the history of Sequoia National Forest (NRHP Criterion A). The camp was established 
in 1947 and has continued to the present to serve the Boy Scouts every summer, bringing thousands of boys 
each year to be part of the camp experience for one week at a time. However, its significance appears to be 
limited to this use and it does not appear to have otherwise influenced the development of the National For-
est or local area.

The dam and resultant lake are associated with the lives of three significant individuals: William P. Whitsett, 
Guy F. Atkinson and Harvey Van Norman (NRHP Criterion B). William Whitsett was the founder and developer 
of Van Nuys. He is also considered to be a significant water pioneer perhaps best known for his tenure on the 
Metropolitan Water Board during the time when the Colorado River Aqueduct was planned and constructed, in 
part due to his vision and effort. As board chair from 1928 to 1947, he also played a major role in passing the 
required bond issue. After his public service with the Metropolitan Water District ended, he devoted the rest of 
his life to charitable works, and in particular helping to establish the Boy Scout Camp in the Sierras named for 
him. He obtained funding for camp projects and used his unique connections to engineers and construction 
trades to design and build the dam and create the lake. 

Guy F. Atkinson, founder of the international firm that bears his name, spent 77 years in the construction in-
dustry, building some of the most significant public works projects of the 1930s through the 1960s. Upon his 
death in 1968, the Los Angeles Times noted that “even a partial roster of projects built by Atkinson alone or 
in partnership reads like a history of power development … Included in the list are the Grand Coulee Dam, the 
Hansen, Mud Mountain, Denison, Harlan, Pine Flat, Cherry Vally, McNary, the Dalles, North Fork, Harwell, Trin-
ity Dams, the Oroville-Wyandotte Hydroelectric Project and others in the United States. Abroad it includes the 
Sakuma Hydroelectric Project in Japan, Amuklao Dam in the Philippines and West Pakistan’s Mangla.” Other 
major construction projects completed by Atkinson include Roosevelt Navy Base on Terminal Island, military 
installations in Alaska and the Aleutians, railways and highways in Greece and Okinawa. Guy Atkinson was 
related to Whitsett by marriage. Atkinson was associated with the dam twice, sketching the first plans for the 
dam in 1949, and again when it was raised in 1959. (Los Angeles Times, 9/13/1968)

Harvey Van Norman was the assistant chief engineer under William Mulholland when the St. Francis Dam was 
completed in 1928. He originally joined the Los Angeles Bureau of Water Works in 1907 and became superin-
tendent of two divisions of the Los Angeles Aqueduct. Upon its completion he became Aqueduct Engineer in 
charge of operation and maintenance. In 1925 he became Assistant Engineer of Water Works and Supply under 
Mulholland, a post he served until he assumed the responsibility of Chief Engineer when Mulholland retired in 
1928 following the St. Francis Dam disaster. 

The dam does not embody distinctive characteristics of an engineering type or method of construction (NRHP 
Criterion C). It is a small, simple dam built to create a lake for the Boy Scout camp to use during the summer 
months. Although well known engineers were involved in its design, the dam cannot be viewed as one of their 
major works. The three cabins, health center, Commissary/Dining Hall, trading post and tent cabin were built 
as modest simple gable roofed wood framed camp buildings with wood siding or concrete block. Their designs 
do not embody the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction. However, they may 
be eligible as part of a district.
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Criterion D relates to archeology and is not evaluated in this report. Several archeological reports have been 
prepared for Camp Whitsett, including one completed for the dam site. (CA-TUL-405) This report is cited in 
the Sources section of this document. Copies are available through the U.S. Forest Service office at Porterville.

Integrity Discussion

The integrity of location is intact for the dam, lake, two cabins and Commissary/dining hall. One of the cab-
ins, the Health Center and the Trading Post may have been moved to the camp from another location and are 
said to be former employee residences from the St. Francis Dam construction site. This could not be con-
firmed, but two of the buildings have architectural features (windows) that indicate a possible date of con-
struction from the mid 1920s through the early-1930s. 

Changes to the design of the dam have occurred over the years. The first major change was the enlargement 
and raising of the dam in 1959. This date should be regarded as its period of significance. Other changes to 
the dam in later years include the application of gunite over the concrete, an alteration which did not out-
wardly change the dam design. Another alteration was the addition a new metal footbridge across the top of 
the dam in 1959, along with the raising of the dam. It is also believed this metal bridge was replaced at a 
later unknown date by a similar metal bridge. One of the gates was apparently replaced at an unknown date 
by a similar gate. None of these changes appear to be significant enough to result in a loss of design integ-
rity.

The integrity of design is lost for all of the buildings except the Commissary/Dining Hall because of changes 
to siding, windows and additions. The Commissary/Dining Hall has retained its original concrete block design. 
The setting for the property is primarily intact since the buildings and structures are still part of the Boy Scout 
Camp. To the extent that the buildings are altered, their integrity of materials and workmanship is also re-
duced. The integrity of feeling and association for the property is intact. Although some of the uses have 
changed for the buildings, they are still being used for camp residences and activities.

On a whole, the dam and lake appear to retain a degree of integrity sufficient to convey their associations, 
and consequently to be eligible for listing on the NRHP under Criterion B. The remaining buildings, including 
three residential cabins, the Commissary Dining Room, the Health Lodge, the Trading Post and the tent cabin 
that might be eligible as a district, have not retained sufficient integrity for eligibility to the NRHP.

Properties Less Than 50 Years of Age

Properties less than 50 years of age may be eligible if they can be found to be “exceptional.” While no hard 
and fast definition for “exceptional” is provided in the NRHP literature, the special language developed to 
support nominating these properties was clearly intended to accommodate properties which demonstrate a 
level of importance such that their historical significance can be understood without the passage of time. In 
general, according to NRHP literature, eligible “exceptional” properties may include, “resources so fragile that 
survivors of any age are unusual. [Exceptionalness] may be a function of the relative age of a community and 
its perceptions of old and new. It may be represented by a building or structure whose developmental or de-
sign value is quickly recognized as historically significant by the architectural or engineering profession [or] it 
may be reflected in a range of resources for which the community has an unusually strong associative attach-
ment.” No properties located within the APE which are less than 50 years of age appear to rise to the excep-
tional level.
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Conclusions

The dam and lake appear to be eligible for listing on the NRHP under Criterion B. The other buildings con-
structed between 1949 and 1960 appear to lack integrity and are therefore ineligible for listing on the NRHP.

8. Consultation With Local Organizations

Several former Boy Scout leaders at Camp Whitsett along with the office of the Boy Scouts of America, West-
ern Los Angeles County Council were consulted as well as archeologists from the U.S. Forest Service offices at 
Porterville and Dunlap. 
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Photo 1. Dam on Lake Ida, facing south. [8 March 2011]

Photo 3. Lake Ida from dam, facing west. [8 March 2011]

Photo 2. Close-up of footbridge, facing southeast. [8 March 2011]



Photo 4. Allowat cabin, facing north. [8 March 2011]

Photo 6. Nutiket cabin, facing southeast. [8 March 2011]

Photo 5. Kichkinet cabin, facing north. [8 March 2011]



Photo 7. Health Lodge, facing north. [8 March 2011]

Photo 9. Trading Post, facing southeast. [8 March 2011]

Photo 8. Commissary/Kitchen, facing north. [8 March 2011]



Photo 10. Tent cabin, facing east. [8 March 2011]

Photo 12. Footbridge, facing south. [8 March 2011]

Photo 11. Antelope Handicraft Lodge, facing west. [8 March 2011]



Photo 13. Campfire Circle/amphitheater, facing west. [8 March 2011]

Photo 15. Lake Ida Boat House, facing northwest. [8 March 2011]

Photo 14. Docks on Lake Ida, facing southeast. [8 March 2011]



Photo 16. Restroom. [8 March 2011]

Photo 18. Cabins, facing north. [8 March 2011]

Photo 17. Restroom. [8 March 2011]



Photo 19. Cabins, facing west. [8 March 2011]

Photo 21. Ranger’s House, facing north. [8 March 2011]

Photo 20. Restroom/shower facing northeast. [8 March 2011]



Photo 22. Office, facing east. [8 March 2011]

Photo 24. Staff Lounge/Conference Center, facing east. [8 March 2011]

Photo 23. Mateu residence, facing south. [8 March 2011]


